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Smith had not long been president when Newport again
arrived. The members of the company in England were anxious
to see a return for the capital which they had expended.
They pressed Smith to send them gold, and threatened to leave
the colony to starve, if their wishes were not complied with.
The only conditions on which he was to be excused were the
discovery of a passage into the Pacific, or of the lost colony
which had been founded by Raleigh. They sent him seventy
more men, of whom, as usual, the greater number were gentle-
men. They expected him to send them home, in return, pitch,
tar, soap-ashes, and glass. To assist him in this, they put on
board eight Poles and Dutchmen, who were skilled in such
manufactures.

fie at once wrote home to the treasurer of the company,
Sir Thomas Smith, explaining to him the absurdity of these
demands. The colonists, he told him, must be able to. feed
themselves before they could establish manufactures. If any
more men were sent out, i but thirty carpenters, husbandmen,
gardiners, fishermen, blacksmiths, masons, and diggers-up of
trees ' and c roots,3 would be better ' than a thousand of such
as had lately arrived.

Under Smith's rule the settlement passed safely through
another winter. The Indians were compelled to respect the
rising colony. The greater part of the gentlemen were induced
to work heartily, and those who refused were plainly told that
if they would not do the work they would be left to starve. It
appeared as if, at last, the worst difficulties had been over-
come.

The summer of 1609 was drawing to a close, when news
arrived in Virginia that a fresh charter had been granted, by

j6 which considerable changes were authorised in the
The new government of the colony. The working of the
charter. original arrangements had been, in many respects,
unsatisfactory. The council at home, which had been enlarged
in t6oy,1 had found but little to do, as all practical business
connected with the support of the colony was in the hands of

1 Ordinance in Hening* i. 76.